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Will Your Home Survive When the Embers Arrive?

Spring in Tahoe is the perfect time to assess your home for winter damage and
prepare for summer. With up to 90% of ignitions from wildfires being caused by
embers, it is critical to take practical and affordable steps to reduce the risk
posed on your home before the next wildfire.

What are Embers?

During a wildfire, thousands of embers can rain down on your roof and pelt the
side of your home like hail during a storm. If these embers become lodged in
something easily ignitable on or near your house, the home will be in jeopardy of
burning. Embers coming into contact with flammable material is a major reason
why homes are destroyed during wildfire.

Common materials that become embers during wildfire include pine cones,
branches, tree bark, and wooden shingles. Depending on fire intensity, wind
speed, and the size of the materials that are burning, embers can be carried
more than a mile ahead of the fire. Consequently, even homes located blocks
away from the actual flame front are vulnerable to ignition and complete
destruction.

Find additional information on embers in the Be Ember Aware! and Fire Adapted
Communities guides.

https://tahoe.livingwithfire.info/get-involved/
https://ibhs.org/ibhs-news-releases/embers-cause-up-to-90-of-home-business-ignitions-during-wildfire-events/
http://www.unce.unr.edu/publications/files/nr/2009/fs0905.pdf
http://www.unce.unr.edu/publications/files/nr/2014/sp1405.pdf


What Can You Do?

From relocating deck furniture to replacing your roof, there are many ways to
create a fire resistant home:

Roof - Replace wood shake and shingle roofs with fire-resistant types such
as composition, metal, and tile.
Vents - Cover attic, eave, and foundation vents with 1/8-inch wire mesh or
install new vent types designed to prevent ember entry. If wildfire is
threatening, consider covering vent openings with pre-cut plywood or
aluminum foil folded several layers thick and stapled.
Fences - Maintain wooden fences in good condition and create a
noncombustible fence section or gate next to the house for at least five feet.
Skylights - Replace plastic skylights with types constructed of double-pane
glass. One of the panes should be tempered glass. Close skylights if
wildfire is threatening.

Additional tips on creating a fire resistant home can be found in the Be Ember
Aware! guide and on the Firewise USA website.
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https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/Firewise/Fact-sheets/FirewiseFactSheetsRoofingMaterials.ashx?la=en
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/Firewise/Fact-sheets/FirewiseFactSheetsAtticsCrawlSpaces.ashx?la=en
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/Firewise/Fact-sheets/FirewiseFactSheetsFencing.ashx?la=en
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/Firewise/Fact-sheets/FirewiseFactSheetsSkylights.ashx?la=en
http://www.unce.unr.edu/publications/files/nr/2009/fs0905.pdf
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/By-topic/Wildfire/Firewise-USA/Firewise-USA-Resources/Research-Fact-Sheet-Series
http://tahoe.livingwithfire.info/
http://tahoe.livingwithfire.info/
mailto:fire@tahoercd.org
https://www.facebook.com/TahoeLWF/
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